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considerable period before the animal is  examined by the
veterinarian.
The fcetus quickly perishes after the first labour pains, and
for certain within forty-eight fours. The exact period of its
decease greatly depends on the intensity of the pains, and is
due to the strangulation of the bloodvessels of the uterus
which are involved in the twist. The position of the foetus
varies according to circumstances. It is most frequently in
the dorso- or lumbo-ilial, rarely in the lumbo-sacral, as it
follows the movements of the uterus; so that in reducing the
torsion the foetus should be brought into its normal position.
Sometimes, when the twist is slight and the passage suffi-
ciently large, the foetus partly enters the pelvis, where it may
not only be felt, but seized by the parts first presenting. At
other times it is entirely lodged in the abdomen; and at
others, again, it may be felt towards the pubis in a kind of
pouch formed by a duplicature of the uterus beneath the
inner opening of the os. Here it sometimes considerably
elevates the bladder and meatus urinarius.
The form of the abdomen is sometimes characteristic. The
foetus can generally be found higher in it than normal,
towards the flank, on the right or left side. A rectal examina-
tion may sometimes be useful, especially when the torsion is
complete, in distinguishing the twist, the change in position of
the uterus, the tension of the broad ligaments. Occasionally
the rectum itself is displaced and drawn towards the entangled
uterus.
If the animal is not relieved, the symptoms above indicated
persist with variable intensity. The straining and attempts
at spontaneous delivery continue either feebly, and with long
intervals between, or they are violent and almost incessant.
The animal soon ceases to eat and ruminate; it becomes dull
and dispirited; fever sets in, and the pulse and respirations
are hurried; rigors and grinding of the te&th are remarked
from time to time; the lacteal secretion, which had com-
menced, is suspended ; the mammae become soft and small;
the eyes sink in their orbits; and extreme prostration ensues,
The creature, unable to get up, constantly lies; the pulse
becomes imperceptible ; death generally occurs from the third
to the tenth day after the earliest symptoms were exhibited.